
Matching Hardwood Flooring to Ceramic Tile 

When installing a new hardwood floor butting up against a new ceramic tile floor, it is 

essential that the transition line is straight, and the surface heights are flush with each 

other along the entire length of the transition.

Since the hardwood is applied directly to the subfloor, while the ceramic has mortar

and / or grout between it and the subfloor, one way to guarantee a transition that is 

straight and flush is to install the hardwood first.  That way, the surface height of the 

hardwood will act as a guide as to the amount of mortar / grout under the ceramic tile in 

order to achieve the required straight and flush transition.

Some concern has been expressed that the moisture or acid in some grout used with 

ceramic tile will harm hardwood that it is in direct contact with.  This issue is generally 

resolved by applying some urethane finish to the edge of the hardwood abutting the 

grout.

In the event the ceramic tile area has overall thickness greater than ¾”, or is installed 

using additional subfloor material, it will be necessary to add additional subfloor material

to the hardwood area as well, in order to match the heights. Once again, because varying 

amounts of mortar under the ceramic tile will cause varying surface heights, installing the 

hardwood first will guarantee a transition that is straight and flush.

Some ceramic tile installers feel very strongly that the ceramic tile should be installed 

first.  If your tile installer has another way to guarantee that the transition will be straight

and surface heights of the two floors will be flush along the entire length of the transition,

then by all means do it that way.  One method that has worked well is to nail a straight

1 x 2 board as a temporary guide.  (The actual dimensions of a 1 X 2 are ¾” X 1 ¾”.)

This board would then be removed when the tile installation is complete to allow the

mortar to set, and a strip of hardwood will eventually take its place. If at all possible,

installation of ceramic tile should begin at the point where it will meet the hardwood 

flooring.

Our goal is to ensure that our customers are satisfied with their hardwood floor, and with 

how it blends in with the rest of their home. It is important for you, the customer, to 

communicate to the different flooring specialists what other flooring materials you are 

planning to have in your home and how you would prefer to have these materials blend 

together.
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